

Application No. 


Applicant(s) 


Notice of Allowability 


09/781,197 


TSUKATA, KOJI 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






Negussie Worku 


2626 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-13 . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Reasons for Allowance 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: With respect 
to claims 1-3, the prior art does not teach or disclose an image reading apparatus 
comprising: an optoelectric converter device for converting an optical image into an 
electric signal at the timing of a control signal and a pulse signal; a pulse signal 
generator for generating the pulse signal from an input clock signal; a clock signal 
multiplier for multiplying a clock signal, of which the period corresponds to a period of 
scanning one pixel on the optoelectric converter device signal; to generate a multiplied 
clock a load signal generator for generating a load signal from the multiplied clock 
signal; a counter for releasing a count data determined by the multiplied clock signal 
and the load signal; a comparison signal generator for comparing between a pulse 
width setting value of the control signal generate a comparison signal; and 
and the count data to a control signal generator for generating the control signal 
from the comparison signal. 
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With respect to claims 4-7, the prior art does not teach or disclose an image 
reading apparatus comprising: a pulse signal generator for generating a pulse signal 
from an input clock signal; an optoelectric converter device for converting reflected 
light on an original into an electric signal and releasing it as an analog image signal of 
pixels at intervals of a period determined by the pulse signal; a clock multiplier for 
multiplying a clock signal, of which the period corresponds to a period of scanning one 
pixel on the optoelectric converter device, to generate a multiplied clock signal; ' 
generating means for generating a control signal from the multiplied clock signal; and a 
signal processor responsive to the control signal for processing the analog image signal 
released from the optoelectric converter device. 

With respect to claims 8-13, the prior art does not teach or disclose an image 
reading apparatus comprising: a means for generating from an input clock signal a shift 
pulse signal for the CCD sensor; means for multiplying a clock signal, of which the 
period corresponds to a period of scanning one pixel on the CCD sensor, to generate a 
multiplied clock signal; control signal generating means for generating a control signal 
from the multiplied clock signal; and signal processing means responsive to the control 
signal for processing the analog image signal released from the CCD sensor. 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Negussie Worku whose telephone number is 305-5441. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7am-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly Williams can be reached on 703-305-4863. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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